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George Frederick Bruzenak

JAN 16, 1943 - OCT 21, 2021

G eorge F. Bruzenak passed away suddenly on October 21, 2021, while playing
golf, a game he loved. George was born in Eveleth, Minnesota on January 16,
1943 to George and Anne (Hirsch) Bruzenak and grew up there. He had 4 siblings,
three predeceased him. His oldest sister, Betty Jean, resides nearby in Aurora.

After graduating from high school where he was on the swim team, George joined the Air Force.
He was stationed for his first two years at Elmendorf Air Force Base in Anchorage and survived
the 9.2 Alaska Earthquake of 1964.

In 1964 he married Susan Dermen. They had two sons: Ian and Scott. He earned an associate
degree in computer science and received extensive computer training from Control Data. He had
a continual quest for knowledge. He was an avid reader, interested in history, cooking, how-tos
and many other subjects. He was an ardent hunter and fisherman. George was a devoted father,
taking his sons hunting, skiing and refereeing soccer games for their local soccer league. He
enjoyed watching his grandson Bohdan become involved in and excelling in sports, music,
academics and the outdoors.

After training, George worked as a computer engineer, traveling extensively for Control Data,
Digital Equipment and Philips, testing and troubleshooting mainframe computers at places like
NASA and Synclavier Digital. He retired in Colorado Springs in the late 90s, where he continued

to care for his wife Susie, who passed away in 2002 after a long illness.

George was a real Renaissance man. He had many hobbies, often delving into them in great
depth. He made bows and arrows for himself and his boys, tied fly fishing lures, and even made a
wooden canoe (complete with a PowerPoint presentation documenting the construction!). He
took up golf again in 2008, although this time he didn’t make his own clubs. He was an avid hiker,
cyclist, downhill and telemark skier. George was a self-taught photographer in his 80s and then
took up painting in his 60s, starting with watercolors, then acrylics before settling on water-based
oils. He was the membership coordinator of the Sonoran Plein Air Painters, joining them on a
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number of paintouts. He also tried his hand at charcoal and figure drawing and took a many art
classes both locally and further afield.

George was also an animal lover. He loved his dogs: Sam, the beagle, Ralph, the Schnauzer, and
McDuff the Scottish terrier who also traveled full-time in the New Horizon 5th wheel George had
designed. After Susie passed away, he traveled in his RV for a few years before meeting Jaimie
Hall. They married in 2007, traveling part-time in their RVs, and living in Pine and Tucson,
Arizona. He leaves behind his wife Jaimie, sons Ian and Scott, their wives Shawndae and Ariel, and
grandson Bohdan; also, sister Betty Jean Turk, several nieces and a nephew, and the first cat he
ever owned, Tucker. He became part of and was beloved by Jaimie’s extended family.

A family service will be held in New Harbor, Maine next summer at the family cottage where
George spent part of many summers for more than 50 years.

George did donate to a local food bank through our mobile home park but we would especially
love for you to share your memories.
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Russell Recchion posted:

| really miss George and think about him often. My deepest sympathies to Jaimie, lan and Scott. He
was such a great guy and dedicated to his art and painting. He took art classes from me and was
always interested in learning and improving his work. | have Thursday night modeling sessions at my
studio and George was always eager to join and draw and paint from the model every week. When
covid hit we suspended Thursday night sessions for a while. When we got vaccinated and started
back up wearing masks | called George to let him know and he said he couldn't start back because
he had not been vaccinated yet. | really respected him for that. As soon as he got vaccinated he
called me and asked if he could join in again. He started up again and it was so good to have him
back in the group. This was just before he passed. Everybody misses him and all were sorry to hear
of his passing. | was planning a future painting trip to Monhegan Island and we had talked about
painting together in that area. He was such a gentleman and it was an honor to have known him.My
deepest condolences, Russell Recchion, Tucson

January 11 at 2:27 AM

Colleen Rasinowich posted:

Jaimie, lan, Scott and family. We are so sorry to hear of Uncle George's passing. We enjoyed the
family visits we could get when business trips brought Uncle George to Minnesota. One of his
favorite hotels was in the western suburbs which was only 30 minutes from John and Patricia's
(brother-in-law and sister) home. John and Patricia loved having him over for a home cooked meal
and conversation & catching up on the family, pets, and his travels.It was Uncle George's recollection
of the pink flamingos his parents had in the front yard in Eveleth that sealed Patricia's fate for her
70th birthday in August, 2000. The pink flamingo's live on in the hearts of John and Patricia's
children and grandchildren.With our deepest sympathies.Colleen & Brian RasinowichColleen is
George's niece.

December 15 at 11:49 AM

Barbara Polasky posted:

After | met Jaimie | met George. He always made me feel comfortable and interested in my life. He
enjoyed sharing his interests especially his food recipes. | will miss him.Barbara Polasky

November 20 at 2:33 PM
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Vivian Seville posted:

George was one of my most favorite people. | met him when he married Jaimie.He has been an
inspiration to me, watching him set his mind to something and then do it.When he decided to build a
canoe, | was blown away at what a craftsman he was.George taught me life is filled with so many
interests. Explore my interests and just try it out and see how it feels. If it feels good, do it.I will miss
this man.What a contribution he made to the world.I love you buddy!!!Vivian Seville

November 11 at 8:32 AM

Becky Foree posted:

I met George at my first ever RV rally in Lancaster, California in 2003. He and | became friends and
met up in many unique and interesting places (the Slabs, Yellow Creek campground, Big Bend
National Park to name a few) during our individual RV traveling lives. | have fun memories of playing
cribbage and enjoying hikes together. He “sold” me on having my own New Horizen 5th wheel built, a
trailer | dearly loved. He was a wonderful man with great integrity.

November 8 at 9:58 AM

Mark posted:

Megan and | have known George Bruzenak since 2007 when he married our long-time friend and
RoadTripAmerica.com contributor Jaimie Hall.Photographs captured by George for dozens of articles
and RTA road trip attractions have been published and continue to inform and delight visitors to the
RTA website. George frequently beta tested products provide to RTA by RV equipment
manufacturers. In fact, the very first such product review he wrote dates from February 2007. His
review of the Hose Buddy is one of the most detailed and useful product reviews on the RTA
site.Several times in the last few years we've shared a meal with George in Las Vegas when he and
Jaimie was here on business or to see friends. He was also a frequent and appreciated reader of
novels we published through Imbrifex Books. We always looked forward to his visits to Las Vegas and
will always remember his warmth and wit.We will miss George and extend our deepest condolences
to Jaimie and to his sons and their families.Mark Sedenquist & Megan Edwards

November 4 at 12:55 PM
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Lucinda Grace posted:

When | met my partner, Rick, | just knew that he and George had to meet. | arranged that and as both
were professionally and deeply involved with computers, they really hit it off. | thought George was
going to levitate off his chair when he realized he could talk about “geek stuff” and be fully
understood. Was a great meeting...

November 4 at 10:48 AM

Willliam C Gibson posted:

Will always treasure the many great memories of our get togethers, George will be missed.Trust your
managing.The Best to You.Bill

November 4 at 1:50 AM

Georgia Hamilton posted:

George was a great brother-in-law and friend. Mike and | enjoyed all the times we shared with him
throughout the 14 years we knew him. Mike and George shared a love of golf and chardonnay. We
had the greatest times together on trips to Antarctica, Maine, New Hampshire to name a few. He even
made our trips to Laughlin for an annual golf tournament fun! He enjoyed Mike's four brother's as
much as they enjoyed him!We also enjoyed many holidays with George and Jaimie and being
together in Coronado was always so relaxing and fun.George lived life to the fullest with his many
interests. He was so motivated and successful in all he did. We still have the video of his canoe
making step by step. His watercolors and oils showed his artistic talent for painting and | personally

sense of humor. He raised two caring, wonderful boys and he mentioned more than once how proud
he was of his sons. He loved his grandson, Bodhan and we would hear what a great little guy he was
and all about his latest achievements.George- we treasure our memories with you. You will be forever
in our hearts. You will never be forgotten.Love, Georgia and Mike

November 3 at 4:00 PM

Skip And Sue Bizek posted:

George was one of the good ones. He was always fun to be around. He had a way of making us feel
welcome He was a wonderful story teller who made us feel like we were part of his experiences. He
was always ready to lend a helping hand. Every project he got involved with whether work, hobby or
play was always done wholeheartedly and quickly. He ran circles around us alll He is and will be
sorely missed.

November 3 at 3:49 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring George by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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